Frequency of Radiculopathy in Patients With Carpal Tunnel Syndrome and Paracervical Pain.
Patients with carpal tunnel syndrome (CTS) and paracervical pain (PCP) are often incorrectly diagnosed with cervical radiculopathy. The objective of the study is to determine how frequently such patients have electrophysiologic evidence of radiculopathy. We reviewed charts of patients with clinical features of CTS and at least 1 median nerve conduction parameter showing slowing across the wrist. Patients were divided into those with and without PCP. Radiculopathy was defined electrophysiologically. We assessed group differences in the frequency of radiculopathy and how radiculopathy frequency varied with median nerve entrapment severity. Of 108 patients meeting criteria, 56 had PCP and 52 did not. Eight of 56 patients with PCP and 4 of 52 without pain had cervical radiculopathy (P = 0.36). There was no difference in the frequency of radiculopathy related to the severity of median nerve entrapment (P = 0.64). In patients with CTS, PCP is not associated with cervical radiculopathy. Cervical radiculopathy is not more frequent in more severe CTS.